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approximately 57,000 acres, the Mey-
ers fire has now encompassed over 
54,000 acres. The Sapphire Complex 
fire has now burned over 42,000 acres, 
the Sunrise fire has now encompassed 
26,000 acres. Montana now has 43 ac-
tive fires burning throughout the state, 
a good share of the fires are in western 
Montana. TV station KYSS reported 
that there have been over 1,500 fires 
reported in the state this year which have 
burned 937 square miles. (See fire maps 
in other sections of Hereford America, 
for locations)

It was announced on local TV recent-
ly, that Montana is the largest drought 
stricken state in the nation and most of 
the area that has been so devastated by 
drought is in eastern Montana, and this 
drought continues over into the Dakotas. 

This year the forest contained dense 
fire fuel areas caused by excellent 
moisture in the past winter, and early 
spring, and summer rains. Montana got 
extremely hot for this state, for most of 
the summer, the temperatures were in the 
high 80’s to mid-90’s, accompanied with 
hot winds. Then with the combination 
of dry lightning, misuse of recreational 
vehicles and campfires, causing each of 
these fires to start and once they were 
started they have been nearly impossible 
to put out. Most experts in fire fighting 
around the state of Montana say that 
probably only winter with its snow cover 
will put the fires out. 

Many of the smaller towns in western 
Montana near the fires have been evacu-
ated and the owners are not sure when 
they can return to their homes. In central 
Montana, the Lodgepole fire has now 
consumed 200,000 acres that involved 
more of the cattle country in Montana. 
Whereas, in western Montana a big 
share of the fires are in the dense forest 
areas, or summer recreational areas. 

The ranching industry near the small 
towns affected by the Lodgepole fire 
was devastated. The fences had to be 
cut to allow the cattle to escape the fire. 
The grasslands and hay fields were not 
spared. The ranchers in this area have 
a tough battle ahead of them replacing 
the cattle that were lost, the fences and 
the feed that will not return for at least 
another year. 

It is amazing, as in other areas of the 
United States, how people helped peo-
ple, in that loads of hay were sent into 
this area and large amounts of money 
have been donated to relief funds. The 
state’s budget for fires is now depleted 
and is causing a series fiscal problem for 
the state of Montana. The cost of fighting 
the fires at this point has reached over 
$284,000,000 and $53,000.00 has come 
out of the state budget. I am reporting 
on Montana fires, however, all of the 
western states are having unbelievable 
numbers of wildfires at this time.

The awful flooding situation in Texas 
is also a terrible disaster and it seems like 
with all the fires in the western United 
States, the flooding in Texas and the 
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THIS IS NOT FAKE NEWS
RAUSCH HEREFORDS

150 Bulls and 200 Females from the top of the herd will be in the sale on the

Offering is from the Top Dams of Distinction Herd in the nation. 
Volume Selection from top blood lines of both Polled and Horned genetics.

BIG 60TH ANNUAL BULL AND FEMALE SALE

3RD MONDAY IN FEBRUARY 2018

SCENES FROM THE RAUSCH PASTURES
Jerry says only 
I in 3 of you can 

make the Bull pens.

You are 
bragging again!!

I’m going to make 
the bull pens.

I saw Shannon and 
Jerry looking at you 

to make the bull pens.

Don’t worry, Gary 
told Jerry you should 
make the bull pens.

(continued from page 1)
Byron’s Editorial.... flooding that could occur from the next hurricane 

in Florida, have made this a disaster-prone year. 
We hope that all the people hurt in these disasters 
can start to heal up in these next months and years. 

It has been extremely dry in Montana, Idaho 
and North and South Dakota and reports from as 
far east as Iowa indicate the same conditions. It 
does concern all of us in the cattle industry what 
all of these events will mean to the future of our 
industry, we can only hope that the marketing of 
our commercial cattle will hold on a level that 
will allow our commercial producers to survive. 
We had a huge over supply of black bulls being 
marketed this last year and that had some effect on 
the marketing of Hereford bulls, so it will be very 

(continued on page 4)




